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prevent, for they had sinned too deeply against Mary to hopa
ever to be forgiven. Four of Walsinghain's emissaries, Gifford
and Greatly, Poley and Maude, succeeded in beguiling Anthony
Babington of Dethicke, a young gentleman of wealth and ancient
family in Derbyshire, with nine other enthusiasts, into a con-
spiracy against queen Elizabeth's life, and to draw the captive
queen of Scots into a correspondence encouraging their design.
Mary eagerly caught at the Hattering hope of being restored to
liberty, and wrote to the French and Spanish ambassadors to
assist the conspirators with men and money, and entered into
con'espondence with Babington, who had previously assisted in
conveying her letters to various adherents in Derbyshire. As she
did not mention the design against the life of queen Elizabeth in
any of her letters, which were all opened and read, a postscript
was added, Caniden assures us, to one addressed by her to
Babington, implying her approval of that design. When this
false evidence had been coined, the conspirators were arrested,
brought to trial, and condemned to suffer the horrible death
decreed to traitors, that of being hanged, and quartered before
life was extinct. This sanguinary process took place in the
middle of September, 1586. Within the month Bmieigh, Wai-
singham, and the thirty-four commissioners appointed for the
so-called trial of the queen of Scots, proceeded to Fotheringay
castle for the purpose of arraigning the defenceless captive, who
was denied the assistance of counsel. Mary, who was ill in bed
when they arrived, denied their authority, and at first refused to
plead; but sir Christopher Hatton told her " that would be con-
sidered as an acknowledgment of guilt," on which she altered her
mind, and determined to appear in the hall.

She came, supported by her physician, and followed by her
ladies, and after two days' fruitless struggle to defend herself
against the subtlety and brow-beating of these unconscientious ad-
versaries who assumed the name of judges, Mary boldly appealed
from their prejudiced conclave, and demanded to be heard before
the parliament of England, or their queen and her council, in the
presence of the foreign ambassadors.

The commissionerB then adjourned the court to the 25th of
October. They met that day in the star chamber at Westminster,
and pronounced sentence of death on the Scottish queen. The
sentence was approved by parliament, and Elizabeth was earnestly
petitioned to have it carried into execution. Hemy III., king
of France, sent Bellievre, an ambassador-extraordinaiy, to unite
with rAubespine, the resident ambassador, in pleading for Mary's
life, but fresh plots against that of Elizabeth were pretended,